
From Elijah Muhammad ig Mar 
‘958 

19 March 1958 
Chicago, Ill. 

During a I z January uisit to address the Chicago Sunday Evening Club, King 
was approached about the possibility of speaking to followers of Nation of Islam 
leader Elijah Muhammad.’ It is unclear with whom King spoke because, although 
Muhammad S typed name appears on this follow-up invitation, it was signed by two 
temple members. On 9 Apn’l King declined to address the 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
725 Dorsey Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Dr. King: 

Being aware of your already expressed heavy speaking schedule, we are some- 
what reluctant to seek from you a speaking date for the Muhammad Chicago 
Moslems. 

However, as per our conversation at Orchestra Hall after your speech, “What Is 
Man?”, we are hereby writing you to ascertain a date in March or April, 1958 for 
your appearance before the Moslems of Chicago, and of course, other citizens, in 
a Free Rally in our great Temple #2 in Chicago’s exclusive Hyde Park District. 

We suggest the earliest possible date in April, as that is the month of our many 
activities. We believe you hinted that you had never (in our conversation) ap- 
peared before a Moslem audience before. In that case, we would be honored to 
be your first Moslem audience. 

Please be advised that we are prepared fully to assume any and all expense in 
connection with whatever date you are able to grant us at this time. 

If considered, we shall await your earliest reply that we may give your coming 
ample publicity coverage. 

ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 
MESSENGER OF ALLAH 

1 .  Elijah Muhammad (1897-1975). born Elijah Poole in Sandersville, Georgia, moved to Detroit 
in 1923, where he became a close associate of Wallace D. Fard. Fard believed Islam to be the true re- 
ligion of African Americans, and between 1930 and 1934 organized thousands of followers as the 
Lost-Found Nation of Islam in the Wilderness of North America. When Fard disappeared in 1934, 
Muhammad succeeded him as the leader of the movement and later moved to Chicago. During World 
War I1 Muhammad encouraged blacks to avoid military service, and in 1942 he was sentenced to a 
four-year term for failing to register for the draft. During his forty-one years as the leader of the Na- 
tion of Islam, commonly known as the Black Muslims, Muhammad advocated racial separatism and 
developed networks of schools, restaurants, stores, farms, a bank, a publishing company, and a trans- 
portation company. He sharply disagreed with King’s approach to civil rights and criticized him for 
accepting the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize (see Muhammad, Message to the Bkzckman in Ama’cu [Chicago: 
Muhammad Mosque of Islam No. 2,  19651, pp. 240-242). 

2. See p. 399 in this volume. 385 
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21 Mar Sister Daisy X 
1958 Brother Ten X 

Brother [signed] William I O  X comm 
[signed] Sister Daisy X comm 

Committees of Muhammad’s Temple # 2, Chicago, Illinois 

THL. MLKP-MBU: BOX 3 IA. 

From Hermine I. Popper 

21 March 1958 
White Plains, N.Y. 

In late February Popper, a freelance editor afiliated with Harper &Brothers, began 
assisting King with the manuscript that would become Stride Toward Freedom.’ 
In the letter below she explains her e f f i s  on behalf ofthe pas, “to convert, as it were, 
an expert orator? style into a writer’s style. ” 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Dr. King: 

I write at Marie Rodell’s suggestion to explain what she would have explained 
if she had delivered your manuscript in person. With both Marie and the airmails 
grounded, I can only hope that our suggested revisions and this letter will both 
reach you before you leave for New York.2 

As you will see, we are sending you both your original draft and a corrected ver- 
sion retyped for easier reading. Attached to each revised chapter is a page of let- 

1. In a 26 February letter to King, Eugene Exman of Harper & Brothers explained: “Mrs. Popper 
is the woman I spoke of when I saw you three weeks ago-an extremely competent editorial per- 
son. . . . She will not be working as a ghostwriter, but as an editorial associate.” Hermine Rich Isaacs 
Popper (1915-1968), born in New York City, received a B.A. (1936) from Radcliffe College. From 
1938 to 1947, she worked as a managing editor and film critic of TheuterArtsMuguzine. Popper worked 
for Harper & Brothers from 1953 to 1956, leaving to focus on freelance book editing. Her affiliation 
with King began with Stride Toward Freedom, and she provided editorial assistance on several of King’s 
later publications, including Why We Can’t Wait ( 1  963) and Where Do We Go From Here (1967). 

2. On 13 March Rodell informed King that “the fact that the first draft is still not completed is most 
disquieting to all of us,” and asked to meet with him in Montgomery on Z P  March. However, a winter 
storm grounded air traffic out of New York City on z 1 March, forcing the cancellation of Rodell’s 
Montgomery visit. 
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